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radiological procedures is clearly identified and emphasised. It is, perhaps, unfortunate that, whilst most workers directly involved in Radiology will see it their duty to familiarise themselves (if they are not already familiar) with the contents of this manual, it is possible that it may reach very few referring clinicians. It is yet another duty of the radiologist, radiographer and radiology physicist to ensure that such an omission occurs only rarely.
Section 2 reviews the technical aspects of the work and discusses the relevance to patient dose of exposure factors such as kV, mA, exposure time, FFD, focal spot, intensifying screen/film, grid, and beam size. A useful suggestion is that it should be a regular routine to investigate the causes of unacceptable films. The importance of reliable and consistent operation of equipment including the film processing unit is mentioned.
In discussing mammography, it is unfortunate that no distinction is made between the investigation of the symptom free women and the clinical use of mammography. Furthermore, the stated total skin dose per complete examination of 10-20 mGy (1-2 rad) must be regarded as very much a maximum. Very much smaller doses may easily be achieved and are imperative for well-women screening. It is also probable that not all radiologists would agree that 'rare-earth screens are not always acceptable in respect of foetal detail'. A final (small) complaint is that whilst the title 'radiation protection superviser' (RPS) may be a term already in use in certain fields of activity and may even be one used in the future in the medical field, the currently used and well established title for this person is 'radiation protection officer' (RPO). It is a pity that the unfamiliar title is used without even a comment that the two, RPA and RPO, perform the same function.
The scientific and technical content of the text to the physical scientist is low but it is nevertheless essential reading for any scientist working in the field of radiology since it is imperative for him to be well informed of the objectives and responsibilities of his radiological colleagues! J B Massey 
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